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What are the 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence? 

The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence is an international campaign used as an 
organizing strategy by individuals and groups around the world to call for the elimination of 
all forms of violence against women by: 

·  raising awareness about gender-based violence as a human rights issue at the local, 
national, regional and international levels 

·  strengthening local work around violence against women 
·  establishing a clear link between local and international work to end violence against 

women 
·  providing a forum in which organizers can develop and share new and effective 

strategies 
·  demonstrating the solidarity of women around the world organizing against violence 

against women 
·  creating tools to pressure governments to implement promises made to eliminate 

violence against women 

The dates November 25- International Day Against Violence Against Women- and December 
10- International Human Rights Day-were chosen in order to symbolically link violence 
against women and human rights and to emphasize that such violence is a violation of human 
rights. This 16-day period also highlights other significant dates including November 29, 
International Women Human Rights Defenders Day, December 1, World AIDS Day, and 
December 6, which marks the Anniversary of the Montreal Massacre. 

This zine was coordinated by the Domestic Violence Legal Workers Network, a network 
aimed at protecting and promoting the rights of victims of family and domestic violence.  
Submissions for the zine were opened to the public and are unedited as the zine is an 
uncensored document representing the views of those who contributed to it.   

The zine is aimed at raising awareness during the 16 days of Activism about gender-based 
violence and discrimination and building dialogues about such issues.   

The Network wishes to thank everyone who contributed to the zine.  If you didn’t get to make 
a submission and it looks like something you would be interested in doing, be sure to get 
involved next year!  

 

 

 

 

Source: http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/about-16-days 



10 REASONS TO DECRIMINALISE STREET BASED SEX WORK  

1. Prohibition does not work. 
Although sex work is tolerated in brothels, it is a crime to sell sex on the streets. The recent 
economic recession has seen the number of poor and unemployed entering prostitution 
escalate rapidly. When we consider that street sex workers are often homeless, unskilled, 
impoverished and have substance abuse issues, and that prostitution is merely symptomatic of 
that lifestyle, it is understandable that they will continue to reoffend until the reasons why 
they are on the street are addressed. Prohibition has not, and cannot, deal with these issues, 
nor has it stopped street prostitution.  

2. Decriminalisation Allows Sympathetic Planning Initiatives. 
By designating specific areas for street based workers to operate from, it will be easier to 
protect, inform and assist them in their efforts to leave the industry. A ‘safe house’ could be 
established in this area, while the safety and security of all people in the community would be 
ensured. A designated area would enable police to utilise nuisance and offensive behavior 
laws to control kerb -crawlers.  

3. Decriminalisation Will Aid In Preventing Violence. 
According to statistics collected by the Prostitutes Collective of Victoria, averages of two 
rapes a week are suffered by street workers in the St Kilda area: at least one assault a night is 
reported to outreach workers. In Western Australia, research by Elaine Dowd shows that 50% 
of all rapes experienced by street based sex workers are perpetrated by the police. Street 
based sex workers are also at risk of being robbed of any money they may have on them. 
While street work remains a criminal act, street based sex workers will not report acts of 
violence to the police, and dangerous and predatory males will continue to jeopardise the 
safety of all women in the inner city area. As long as police action against street based sex 
workers consists of harassment and assault, street based sex workers will not be able to seek 
justice.  

4. Decriminalisation Will Stop A Costly Legal Merry-Go-Round. 
Currently, street based sex workers are arrested and fined regularly. Given that they are the 
poorest workers within the sex industry, and that they have no other means of income, they 
are then compelled to spend more time on the streets to pay these fines, only to face another 
arrest. Unable to pay these fines, increasing numbers of women are being sent to prison. 
Upon release, and unsupported, they must return to the streets. The cycle is never-ending. 
The taxpayer is burdened by enormous legal, policing and prison costs. Decriminalisation 
saves everybody time and money.  

5. Decriminalisation Will Increase The Effectiveness Of HIV Education. 
The current legislation undermines the invaluable work of programs funded by the 
Department of Health, in particular the HIV/ AIDS/STI prevention education projects to 
workers in the sex industry, their managers and their clients. The final report of the Legal 
Working Party of the Inter-Governmental Committee on AIDS (IGCA/Dept of Health and 
Community Services) recommends the repeal of all laws criminalising sex industry work on 
the street, and that reforms be enacted “allowing free flow of information and education on 
public health preventative measures by removing fear of prosecution and harassment”. 
Western Australian legislation works against these objectives, and we must ensure that any 
proposed legislation satisfies them.  
 



6. Decriminalisation Will Enable The Community To Provide Support for Issues of 
Homelessness and Drug Use Amongst Street Based Workers. 
Homelessness and drug use affects a higher percentage of street workers. The illegality of 
street based work exacerbates these issues by adding police harassment to the equation, 
which means outstanding warrants, fines and other legal and administrative issues that 
generally require a person to have a street address. Decriminalisation would allow sex 
workers greater access to housing support and peer based drug use support workers. Steps 
could be taken to establish a crisis accomodation and housing and 24 hour drug detox units in 
the inner city, offering immediate assistance to those workers wishing to deal with their 
housing and/or drug use issues.  

7. Decriminalisation Will Aid In Uncovering And Add ressing Poverty. 
A considerable number of street based workers are living in poverty. Multiple disadvantages 
such as homelessness, and the stigma attached to sex work and drug use, decrease the 
worker’s chances of getting out of the cycle of constant debt, having nowhere to live and 
having no savings to be able to take time off work if they want/need to.  

8. Decriminalisation Will Alleviate The Stigma 
Associated With Street Based Sex Work. 
Because street workers engage in an illegal 
activity by soliciting for sex in the streets, they 
attract a criminal record, which stigmatises and 
ostracises them from the rest of the community 
indefinitely. Opportunities to leave the sex 
industry by gaining employment are jeopardised 
by a criminal record. Without the handicap of a 
criminal record, street workers would be more 
able to engage in exit and retraining programs in 
order to obtain skills, and enter the workforce.  

9. Decriminalisation Will Keep Families 
Together And Decrease State Government Child Protection Costs. 
A large number of street workers are mothers, (some figures suggest around 45%), the 
majority of these being single mothers. Because they are engaging in illegal activities by 
working on the streets, they are likely to have their children removed from their care by child 
protection workers. Even though, like many women, they are attempting to earn extra money 
for their families. Many have already lost children. Children in care cost the State 
Government thousands of dollars per year, per child.  

10. Decriminalisation Will Dramatically Decrease the Number Of Street Based Workers 
within 5 Years. 
A substantial decrease in the number of street sex workers will occur if the criminal nature of 
the activity is abolished. Criminalisation is a barrier to street based sex workers accessing 
support and mainstream services such as housing. Decriminalisation will allow street based 
sex workers more scope in determining when, how and how often they work. Reducing 
police fines, poverty, homelessness and lack of mainstream support for street based sex 
workers will result in more options for street based sex workers, both on and off the streets.  
 
Courtesy of SWOP, NSW (slightly reworded to suit WA) and edited for the Scarlet Alliance website, 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Telephone, Email and Letter Writing Action!  
Re: National Plan of Action to Reduce Violence Agai nst Women 

 
As you may know, leading up to the federal election the Labor government announced the outline 
of a National Plan of Action to reduce violence against women (you can find details here:  
http://www.homelessnessaustralia.org.au/UserFiles/File/Federal%20Labor's%20National%20Plan
%20to%20Reduce%20Violence%20againstWomen%20and%20their%20Children.pdf).  
This was a welcome development given that in Australia we continue to have high levels of 
violence against women in our communities – at least 1 in 3 women report experiencing physical 
violence at some stage in their life. 
 
Further progress on the details of the NPoA, and its adoption, now waits on the commitment of all 
the state and territory governments. It is still unclear what support the WA government will be 
giving to the NPoA. Their support is vital as many relevant services in relation to violence against 
women and children are funded at the state level. Therefore, we are urging the WA government to 
commit to and properly fund their contribution to the NPoA. 
 
If you would like to help, please either telephone, email or write a letter to the WA Minister for 
Women’s Interests, Hon. Robyn McSweeney MLC, asking her to ensure:  

·  The WA government gives its utmost commitment to the development and implementation 
of a National Plan of Action that does reduce violence against women. 

·  The WA government’s commitment to the National Plan reflects the National Council to 
Reduce Violence Against Women and Children’s findings in their Time for Action report – 
the National Council produced this report to guide the federal and state governments’ input 
to the National Plan. 

·   The National Plan includes initiatives that are adequately funded – inadequate funding is 
the most frequently cited impediment for the overall success of National Plans of Action in 
other countries. 

·  WA commitment to the National Plan includes initiatives developed in consultation with 
particularly vulnerable groups, such as Aboriginal women, immigrant and refugee women, 
and women with disabilities.  

·   The WA government prioritises its commitment to the National Plan to ensure there are no 
further delays in the federal and state adoption of the Plan. 

 
Contact details for the Minister are: 

Electorate Office: ... Ministerial Office:  
Hon. Robyn McSweeney MLC 
Unit 12c, The Link Shopping Centre 
Cnr St Emilie Way and Aberdeen Street 
Albany WA 6330 
Ph: (08) 9841 2250 
Fax: (08) 9841 1847 
Email: 
Minister.McSweeney@dpc.wa.gov.au 
 

Hon. Robyn McSweeney MLC 
10th Floor, London House 
216 St Georges Terrace 
PERTH WA WA 6000 
Ph: (08) 9222 8950 
Fax: (08) 9222 8951 
 
 

 
Submitted By Caroline Fleay 



 

What ‘Tips For Preventing Rape’ Should Look Like...    
1. Don’t put drugs in people’s drinks in order to control their behaviour. 

2. When you see someone walking by themselves, leave them alone! 

3. If you pull over to help someone with car problems, remember not to assault them! 

4. NEVER open an unlocked door or window uninvited.  

5. If you are in an elevator and someone else gets in, DON’T ASSAULT THEM! 

6. Remember, people go to laundry to do their laundry, do not attempt to molest 

someone who is alone in a laundry room. 

7. USE THE BUDDY SYSTEM! If you are not able to stop yourself from assaulting 

people, ask a friend to stay with you while you are in public. 

8. Always be honest with people! Don’t pretend to be a caring friend in order to gain 

the trust of someone you want to assault. Consider telling them you plan to assault 

them. If you don’t communicate your intentions, the other person may take that as a 

sign that you do not plan to rape them. 

9. Don’t forget: you can’t have sex with someone unless they are awake! 

10. Carry a whistle! If you are worried you might assault someone “on accident” you 

can hand it to the person you are with, so they can blow it if you do.  

Source: Feminist Law Professors, http://feministlawprofessors.com/?p=12965 
  

For the record:  
Feminism is a political/social movement that 
promotes equality between the sexes.  
Sexism is the opposite of feminism.  
Both sexes can be sexist, and people can be sexist 
towards either gender. Both sexes can be feminists 
(I know, I married a male feminist).  
Many people are feminists (opposite of sexists) and 
don't know it/identify as it because there is a stigma 
against feminism as being anti-male.  
If you are anti-male, you are by definition a sexist 
and therefore the opposite of a feminist.  
 
Hope that clears up some confusion! 
-Ahlana 
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Lasting Memories  
 

Joys of laughter rings out as I watch my children play 
Not a care in the world just having fun 

Brief moments of memory come flooding back 
As the destruction has taken my family apart 

Lost in this violent whirlpool where help I cannot find 
Too proud to talk to someone who may not understand 

My brief memories of happiness will stay locked in this heart of mine 
 

Edna Riley  
 
 
 

I whispered 
Tears are falling from your face of beauty 

You wipe the tears from my face as my small hands wipe the tears from your face 
You are too small to understand my mummy says 

Then I say does daddy hit you mummy, is that why you are sad and you still cry 
Yes my child mummy said 

I put my small arms around my mummy and I say I love you mummy 
I whispered will this happen to me? 

 
Edna Riley  



 



ABUSE 
 

One doesn’t need the other’s abuse 
Abuse never has a use 
Brings people down 
In the act of a clown. 

 
Their minds, head, soul, body it bothers 

It hides in the reminiscence of life and smothers 
Abuse cuts like a knife 

To walk from such situation one must be strong to lead a happy and fulfilling life. 
 

One in this situation desires the company of another 
Then they may feel again together 

Or even solitude 
They don’t mean to be so rude 

 
Mental, physical, many types of abuse 

We only acknowledge the crust 
This social disease we as individuals are obligated to crush. 

 
Barbara Leonie Murray 

20.5.10 
 

 
 

Unconditional love 
 

Mummy I love you so much even when I see your face so sore 
Your arms ache when you hold me so 

I see it in your eyes your tears then flow 
My love for you is unconditional as you know 

I hurt for you mummy when you are sad 
I may not understand what is happening to you mummy 

Can you tell me so? 
I hurt for you mummy when you are sad 

My love for you is unconditional 
 

Edna Riley 
 
 

 
 
 



The Captive Pawn 
 

She had been brought in the previous evening, then routinely heavily sedated. Early next 
morning, still drugged, she was taken from her bed, uncomprehendingly lead to another room, 
stripped of her clothes and placed in line. 
 
She stood shivering, naked in line with twenty other shivering, naked women. Her drugged mind, 
a whirlpool of confusion, searched desperately for reality, struggling to understand a world gone 
crazy. 
 
“How did I get here?” 
 
“I’m so cold!” 
 
“Why are all these other women here?” 
 
“Why am I standing here?” 
 
“They have no clothes!” 
 
“Where are my clothes?” 
 
Panic welled in her brain. Her fearful eyes 
searched wildly for escape. Somewhere to 
run. Somewhere to hide from this mad world. 
 
The other naked, shivering women watched her face in consternation, aware of her confusion, 
desperate to console her, as her puzzlement turned to bewilderment. 
 
But not one woman dared move or speak, for they all knew the same fear. The fear of again 
drowning in mental devastation when locked in the ‘Little Room’, naked, cold and so totally 
alone for hours. Cold silent hours in between cold, silent, menacing, claustrophobic, windowless 
walls. 
 
She seemed so vulnerable, trembling, confused. Her long, straight, black hair falling over her 
face. Her face of obvious beauty, now a white mask of terror and bewilderment suddenly froze. 
 
“You’re next! Get in the shower!” 
 
She hesitated, becoming suddenly aware of the streaming water. She stared uncomprehendingly 
at a woman dressed in white. 
 
“I said: get in that shower!”  
 
The young girl instinctively stepped back into the woman waiting behind her. This adding to her 
confusion. 



 
An overwhelming dread surged through the watching women. One woman, fifth in the queue of 
undignified bodies stepped forward towards the quivering beauty. On receiving a withering glare 
from another woman dressed in white who was patrolling the line, she promptly retreated back to 
her place. 
 
“Get in that shower will you!” 
 
Despair swept over the girl’s face. 
 
“I’m not getting in there,” she howled. The ‘Keeper of the Showers’ shoved her towards the 
streaming water. The girl maintained her ground. Now terrified she screamed “NO!” 
 
“Get a male nurse” screamed the ‘Keeper.’ 
 
The ‘Patroller of the Line’ hurried from the room, returning almost immediately followed by 
three men also dressed in white, who walked with a definite ‘Macho’ swagger, looking very 
much like body-builders. 
 
The now smirking ‘Patroller’ resumed her position beside the line of naked, apprehensive 
women. 
 
Shoulders back, walking briskly, the men approached the hysterical dark-haired girl. 
 
“Please! Please! She wept in terror.” 
 
“This one is it?” 
 
The largest of the men grabbed the sobbing girl’s long black hair, pushing her to the rough floor. 
The other ‘Machos’ closed in, each clutching a fistful of hair. 
 
All three then proceeded to drag her, naked and screaming across the abrasive floor towards the 
door, down past the line of naked despairing women, down the outer corridor. The unprotected 
skin on the girl’s buttocks became red with bruise and abrasion.  
 
They listened as the sobs and screams became fainter, the slamming of a heavy wooden door. 
Then silence. Every listener acutely aware that the girls screams of terror would have intensified 
behind the sound-proof door. 
 
A murmur of “Poor bloody woman” erupting among the remaining women quickly silenced as 
the triumphant male nurses returned. A reminder that it could have been them instead of her. 
“Six hours in there should see her straight! Just as well we have psychiatric hospitals for nuts 
like her.” 
 
Barbara Murray, 1990 
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He Still Declares Love 
 
First it’s a slap on the face with force 
Knocking her to the boards 
Boots start kicking the low bits 
A few good groin ones for the fun of it 
 
Pregnant, doesn’t matter to hoots 
Boots in the stomach just do he can toot 
Chest shoulders and that’s not all 
Boots to eyes and parts of head and he’s 
feeling 10 foot tall 
 
Pull her hair 
Drag her here and there 
Degrading her with language raw 
Ripping her cloths like plucking a fowl;  
having a ball 

Roll her around lay on top 
Having his pleasure and will not stop 
No matter how much she says no and 
struggles 
He just gives her a belt and carries on 
women are muggles! 
 
I think NOT 
But somehow many are in this spot 
Others do care 
So speak out if you dare 
 
And dare we must 
In each other we must trust 
Ladies we are one of a kind 
Let us not be this blind 

 
Barbara Murray 
18th October 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Last year 15 women in WA died 
as a result of domestic violence  



 



 



 


